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بھی‎ Was the Seventieth An- 
- niversary of W. B. Alexander, 


۸0 HIS 48TH 


ER مس ہم سم مم‎ ٢ Y 


WEDDING DAY. 


Was a Soldier in the Contederate Army--- 
His Life in Indiana---Still Strong 
and Working Harder Than 
| His Younger Neighbors. 
GRAS, 
Yesterday Was a red letter day in the 
life of W. B. Alexander, one of the old 
“residents of Ifarrison Township, who 
lives two and one half miles from the 
«City on the Lockport road. It was his: 
seventieth birthday and the "forty- | 
eighth anniversary of his marriage to: 
Mrs. Alexaneer, whose birthday occurs : 
one week later than her husband’s. Mrs. 
Alexander will be sixty-four next Mon- 
١ day. It is a remarkable fact that neither 
¿one has scarcely a gray hair; and but 
Very few persous would suspect that Mr. 
Alexander had reached his three score 
years and ten. 
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander live in a com- 
۱ two-story house which Mr. 


Alexander built with his own hands: 
and which has been their home since 

twenty-five years ago last April. The 
house and its surroundings bear evi- 

dence of the southern hospitality. There \ 
is a convenient drive way ou the north 
aud lawn in front of the house is4pret- 

tily kept and ornamented with flowers. 

W. B. Alexander was born October 
Lth, 1825, in east Tennessee, six miles 
from Knoxville between the Holstein 
aud French Broad rivers. At the age of 
eight years his father died and at ten 
Ders of age he commenced work for 
himself, plonghing in the fields and do- 
ing the work ofa hired hand. 

He remancned on the farm until be was 
nincteen years of age when he went to 
Taswell in Clayhonrve sfunty; Xo Rant, 
Tennessee adjoining Cumberland Gap, 
where he learned the carpenter”s trade, 
He served two years as an apprentice and 
worked two years for himself. On his 
22ud birthday, October 7th 1847 he was 
married to Louisa Hodges who has been 
a faithful nétpmate to him duriug the 48 
intervening years. After two years he 
moved backto his native county and 
went back to farmiog,also doing carpen- 
ter work as he found time. He farmed 
up to the war. 


IS Á ہے‎ o Vi 


° IN THE CONFEDERATE ARMY. i 

On November 2nd, 1862, he was cons 
scripted iuto the Confederate army. 
Although he believed in the southern 
cause he would not have joined the 
army had he not been forced toas he. 


had a large family dependent on him. 
He was taken to the Conseript camp at 
Knoxville and with 21 others accepted 
by the recruiting officers aud sent tO 
Chattanooga where they were quartered 
in an old church in the edge of town. 
“The nights were getting cold and here : 
they almost froze and starved to death | 
for the officer in charge was drunk the | 
most of the time. 

About half of their number deserted . 
and stole across the Cumberland river. | 
Finally the remaining ones were taken | 
up by a train and after a series of delays 
reached Tullahoma Where they staid 
about a month with a part of Bragg’s 
army. Then they were sent to Mur- 
freesborough, where they were.encamp- 
ed about two weeks, and then his com- 
pany ‘was placed on picket duty. It 

| Was about a month later the fight com- 

i menced. Mr. Alexander was then on 

| picket duty at Tullahoma and in speak- 
ing of it this morning he said: 

“Our brigade fought Rosecrans for 
two days during which time we fell 
back as far as Murfreesborough, on the 
Stone river. This wereached on Sun- 
day morning when aline of battle was 
formed and skirmishing continued until 
Wednesday morning when the fight 
commenced. The battle lasted all day | 
and we drove their 1ight wing back six | 
miles. For four days we held our 
ground while Rosecrans massed his 
forces on the peak; but I guess you 
know all that,” said Mr. Alexander. 

But to the writer it was much more 


interesting to hear the story from one | 
who was there and on the opposite side | 


from which it is usually heard than to 
read it in history. Mr. Alexander is as | 
honest in his story of the war as he is in | 
every day life and does not hesitate to 
say that he was in sympathy with the 
lost canse; and in losing battles to 
say “We were whipped.” His war his- 
tory is both interesting and exciting; but 
space forbids the recount of more than 
a brief outline here. After the defeat at 
Muitreesborough his army fell back to | 
Shelbyville where they spent the winter, ' 
Then he was transferred to a battery in 
East Tennessee, It is interesting to no 
tice what a pretty word Tennessee is- 
when spoken by a southerner. He ac- 
cents the first syllable while the north- 
erner drawls out the donble “6.” 

While in the service cf the artillery 
Mr. Alexander was sent on one impor- 
tantinission as a courier and acted part 
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‘of the time kwê 
“while acting ás tè at bis | 
battery was ‘ordéred * | 
miles away where they ! 


roar of artillery. As the line of march | 
“was just across thé river from his old | 
home he obtained leave to go on ahead 
and after a brief visit at home await the | 
arrival of his comrades; but they neyer 
came. ` Longstreet retreated from 
Knoxville and Mr. Alexander, his bro- 
ther and cousin were captured and took | 
the outh of allegiance to the United 
States. This was in November, 1853. | 
The following year he raised a crop; but | 
Tennessee was sufferiug from the de- } 
vastations of war and hearing from a 
friend that there was plenty of work | 
and plenty toeat in Indiana, he removed | 
to this township March 28, 1865. 
IN INDIANA, 

“We found plenty of friends when we 
came here and we have had friends ever 
since” added Mrs. Alexander. In 1869 he 

“bought the land where he now. lives and 
in January, 1870, built the house which 
“is now his home. Mr. and Mrs. Alexan- 
der have eight living children: Marga- 
ret, wife of Benjamin Rogers, of Liberty 
avenue; Mary, wife of John Egnew of 
"Seventeenth and Ohio streets; Frank, 
who lives in St. Louis; Harriet, wife of 
i Turner Leggett, who resides on south 
' Seventeenth street in this city; Misses 
' Minnie and Emma, who live at home 
| and Miss Ella, who is in the cloak de- | 
partment at Havens & Geddes. ۰ 
Mr. Alexander while. following the 
١ carpenter's trade for a number of years, 


' bas also held' several offices. - For two x 
ship: one yi T: 


praisorsj ai 
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مهه 
with one-fourth of the ugual amount of:‏ 
Speaking of James Seath'a death Mr. '‏ . 
Alexander said he knew him well. He,‏ | 
built Seath’s first shop om Ohio street‏ 
and after the first ‘fire laid off the work:‏ . 
forthe building of the plant which was‏ | 
i partially, destroyed in "93. Mr. Seath‏ 
sent for him to come to the shop one |‏ 
day and three hours later he commenced :‏ 
¡work on the erection of the new plant |‏ 
which was completed. and the work of.‏ 
car building commenced in 24 days. —‏ | 


gs well ag h 
“the long winters here, 
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١ Mx Alexander does: not like Indiana ' 
i his native state on account of | 
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Mis Alexander 
Taken by Death. 


Mrs. Ann Elisabeth Alexander, 


widow of Dr. 0. 0. Alexander, 
died at 3:20 o'clock yesterday 
| afternoon at the Union Hospital. 
She was 62 years old. 

Mrs. Alexander, whose husband | . 
died about two: months ago, was | 
a member of the St. Stephen | 
Episcopal Church and the Women's 
Service League of Union Hospital. 


She resided at R. R. 6, Terre | 


Haute. 


Surviving are two daughters, 
Mrs. Edward Ijams of Terre Haute 
and Mrs. William Bannon of Terre | 
Haute; a son, Marshall Alexander | 
of Terre Haute: a brother, Leonard | 
Marshall, also of Terre Haute; 


١ eight grandchildren, one niece and 


' one nephew. 


` The body was taken to the P. J. 
Ryan and Sons Funeral Home 
where friends may call after 5 
o’clock this afternoon. Services will 
‘be conducted at 11 o'clock to- 
| morrow morning at the funeral 
‘home with the Rev. Thomas A. 
 Mabley officiating. 

Saturday afternoon the body will 
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be taken to Indianapolis for crem- 


: ation. 
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A BRANCH OF THE ALEXANDER FAMILY 


Hugh ALEXANDER & (wife), Agnes MCLELLAND arrived USA ca 1775-76 from Glasgow and/or 
Ayr, Scotland. Three brothers are also mentioned including an Alexander ALEXANDER 
whose son, Stephen, later helped found Princeton U. The children of Hugh & Agnes: James, 
Thomas, Elizabeth, * William H. and Robert. | 

William H. married Nancy BABCOCK, b. 1780, Their son, Ephriam (b. ca 1813) married Alice -------- 
(Ostrum?), b. ca 1812. They lived in the Schenectady area and other parts of up-state NY. 
Ephriam & Alice had 6 or 7 children, including Oliver Ostrum ALEXANDER b. Oct. 
18,1836 in Seneca Falls, NY. He was, later, adopted by the OSTRUM family after his 
mother's early death. Still later, he graduated from Union College and moved to Urbana Ill. 
where he practiced law until his death in 1868. He married Francis WEAVER of Conestota 
NY on Aug 25, 1859. They had four children. 

Henry Ostrum, the oldest son of O.O. and Francis, was born Aug. 10, 1860. He attended Ill. U. for two 
years, moving to the Dakota Black Hills, with the gold rush in1879, returning, briefly to 
marry his childhood sweetheart, Gertrude Hays. They lived in several camps and villages in 
the Black Hills, where he mined for gold and operated a general store. They eventually 
settled in Deadwood and, later, Belle Fourche. They had five children, 4 girls and a boy. 

Oliver Ostrum ALEXANDER, the only son and my father, was born on July 26,1887. He graduated from 
Mich. U. medical school in 1909 and came to Terre Haute as an intern at the Union 
Hospital. he met and married my mother, Elisabeth MARSHALL on April 29, 1914 They 
had three children: Elisabeth, Jane Gertrude and myself, Marshall, born Nov. 23, 1918. 


Note: This is a very brief sketch of the information I have on the ALEXANDER family, to date. The 
information going back to the Urbana, Ill. is well documented. Prior to that period, the 
sources are not 100% reliable. Any corrections or additions will be most welcome. 


Marshall ALEXANDER 
332 S. 20th St. Terre Haute, IN, 47803 
Phone: (812) 234-6312 


Email: Jan Mars hander O Aol. COM 
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Alexander Family 


` Alice Murphy 
227 McMurray 
Duncanville TX 75116 


February 27, 1990 


I am enclosing a research report listing the sources 
I checked for your grandmother's family. As you can see, I didn't 
find anything that definitely refers to your Alexanders. Even when 
the first names happen to be the same, the dates are wrong, as in 
the John and Robert Alexander marriages. The Alexanders mentioned 
in the county histories don't appear to be connected with each other 
or with your family. 


Although Effie was living with her grandparents when 
she was 12, I didn't find her in the Soundex to the 1880 Indiana 
. census or in the 1883 Terre Haute city directory. People who lived 
outside the city limits are not in the city directories. 


Are you sure your Alexanders were in this county? Terre 
Haute is the largest town in this area so people sometimes said 
they lived "near Terre Haute" when they were actually in neighboring 
counties. You might try writing to the genealogical query column 
in the local newspaper. The address is: Genealogy, Dorothy Clark, 
Terre Haute Tribune-Star, 721 Wabash Ave., Terre Haute IN 47808. 
Queries are free but should be limited to 50 words. 


Nancy s Din 
Genealogy Librarian 


| 


ONE LIBRARY SQUARE + TERRE HAUTE IN 47807 + PHONE 812-232-1113 


VIGO COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY | DATE: 
One Library Square | + | 
Terre Haute IN 47807 

VIGO CO. LIBRARY RESEARCH REPORT 


The item(s) circled below indicate the record(s) searched - 
for the surnames 0۶ و‎ 


in response to your request of == ے2‎ Eliza beth Hanley ) 


1 Miscellaneous Card File: 


Did not find ملعت‎ H, ete | Found, Ather Alexanders 


Surname File: 


Did not find Joha Z efe Found Ather nan 0 


(3) Vigo County, Indiana, Index of Names of Persons and of Firms 
(in the county histories) | | 
Did not find Found lexander, Jahn = Ah صر‎ 3577 
Many - Cronsn yo GLA, R ob ery C. ~ TA Anê vol 2 2 47; د‎ Elizaberth 
(Mavsáal) - 7۸ M.A | 

© Vigo County, Indiana, Marriage Licenses from 1818 to 1850: 

| Did not find Å Found 

8 


W.P.A. Index to Marriage Record, Vigo County, 1840-1920: 


Did not find fe ٭‎ lreahemPound_ Coy er) 


W.P.A. Index to Death Record, Vigo county, 1882- 19301 | EN 
Did not find Robert Found , 2 hy - age 63- 


3 Feb, 96 SAK برح‎ 4S pi 715 Ale a Zabeth Cl. - و‎ € @/ lor ۷ 2 Se. 
3 ` 4240 BK CN Se Sky Alex ander; Elr2 aber “aş e 678 April 20 BK CY Ss pyè 


Cemetery Records of Vigo County, Including All Born Prior to 
1830 That Lived to Maturity: | 


Did not find john, fc. Found. w 3 le ran der 


(8) Cemeteries, Vigo County, Indiana (4 vols.): 
Did not find John, etc. Found_Dther Alexanders 


6.) Woodlawn Cemetery, Terre Haute, Vigo County IN, Index of 
Burials Vol. 1 1839-1899 vol. 2 1900-March 1983: 


Did not find John ke, ek, كك‎ ats | e xx de 


fo, Census Index for the year ده‎ "۱ | 
Did not find Founi Aferguder > Aas — 
û No Efe or Elva 
Only EtrzaberA was 27 + living with E 
John Smith in St. Joseph Co. 


Other: (also check other side) Ne ro a or Henry wrth daughters 


186 3 Terre Haute C, ey 2۸ رد‎ Ee. 
5 | te E-+ AM anj E. 
a e 7 pen | Mo 4 year old Mary 


boards 7335. Co هه‎ 1 No Robert with ute Elrza دز ورو‎ 


ra 


AS. Alexander, John + Mollre Kean s / Feb, 772 o BA SA /? 222 


Joha ج7‎ Nancy Å. Morton 12 Dec 1877 BK? p ISE 


JohaT Elizabeth Allen 17 Marchif2g ۸۵4 6 م‎ 323 
Elva R, © Samuel © . Alen 1S Sept. 1897 ۵۸۱ yo 3/3 
| | 
Maneta t James 6. Grlaspy <O June (706 BA LI دم‎ 
Mary + Donald Demar or Pewar ^6 Aug. (827 BA tg p 300 
M any E- + John A. Esnea مک۶‎ +/ | : 
۲ PIETY BK سوم و رم‎ 


Many €. v George W. Golden 
Robert + Martha A, Keys 


Ro bert M- y Matre 6, Pegg 


3 Dec. 1474 Gc 62922 
22 266/527 BR 7 p/78 


Û løk quder 
Ayas 


HAUTE 
FEB. 14, 1990 


HELLO, 


MY SISTER AND I ARE TRACING OUR FAMILY AND WE ARE TRYING TO LOCATE 
OUR GRANDMOTHER. HER NAME IS EFFIE ELVA ALEXANDER. WE HEARD SHE 
WAS BORN IN TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA ON JUNE 18, 1871. SHE HAS A SISTER 
NAMED MARY ETTA ALEXANDER WHO WAS BORN ON JAN. 8,1876. 


THERE FATHER'S NAME IS J . ALL INFORMATION ON 
THERE MOTHER IS UNKNOWN. 


WE KNOW EFFIE WAS IN TERRE HAUTE WHEN SHE WAS TWELVE YEARS OLD. HER 
GRANDMOTHER W. AND HER GRANDFATHER'S NAME WAS 
ROBERT ALEXANDER. | 


ANY INFORMATION YOU MIGHT HAVE ON ANY OF THESE PEOPLE WOULD BE 
GREATLY APPRECIATED. 


x SINCERELY, 
سید‎ tt A مور"‎ AT 
ALICE MURPHY (Lig gr OCHER 
227 MCMURRAY 513 WHITNEY STREET 
DUNCANVILLE , TX. CEDAR HILL, TX. 
75116 75104 
(214)298-2212 ` (214)291-9808 


j Z £ 0 A p Robet ; th 2 an Fi 
: Ef LÒ EKA 


E derpa Ê, Å 9. 


A le kan der fam ¿Ny 


October 1978 


Ms. Elizabeth Merrill 
History Division 

Vigo County Public Library 
222 N. 7th St. 

Terre Haute, Indiana 47801 


Dr. Ms. Merrill, 

After months of searching, I have finally completed part of my 
genealogy study. Gathering the information was exciting and informative, but 
after typing it up it seems like such a small amount. I'm still learning how to 
go about genealogy searching, so if it sounds and reads amateurish, it is. 

I was hoping you might file this copy away somewhere so the next 
person might not have to start from scratch. 
I personally want to thank you again for your help and guidance. 
If in the future I might be of some help to someone, please contact me concerning 


genealogy searching. 


Thank You 
(ised Batak 
Alice J. 


Bethel 


December 1978 


GENEALOGY RESEARCH AND STUDY ON THE ALEXANDER and WATT FAMILIES 
Compiled and researched by 
Alice J. Bethel 


1175 So. Glencoe 
Denver, Colorado 2 


Daniel Alexander was born approxmately 1810, state of Kentucky. His parents and 
the exact date of his birth and where in the state of Kentucky he was born are 
unknown at this time. 

It is assumed, Daniel was a fugitive slave from Kentucky, escaping across the 
border into southern Indiana sometime in 1830, at that time Indiana was not a 
slave state. There he met his wife Pantha, who was born in Indiana. They were 
married about 1833. | 

In 1840 they lived in Posey Township, Washington County Indiana. By 1850 Daniel 
and Pantha had several children. The 1850 census list; 


Daniel 40 y.o. from Kentucky - Fawmer 
Pantha A. 30 y.o. born in Indiana 

Betsy A. 14 ۷۰0۰ " " Ü 

Martha J. 12 y.o. " " a 

Nancy 16 ۷۰0۰ " " š 

Susan 8 y.o. " " T 

Pantha D. 6 y.o. " " " 

Westly 5y.0. " " 0 

Eliza 1y.o. "^ " Ë 


Sometime after the birth of John Thomas Alexander, born 1854, Daniel and Pantha 
moved. They bought 80 acres of land for $425 from William Lowery. The land was in 
Howard Township, Washington Co., on Canton road near Salem, Indiana. There, existed 
a settlement of freed slaves. Howard Township, however, proved to be undesirable. 
Curious things were to happen in anticipation of the Civil War. There were many 
southern sympathizers and they resented the freed slaves. 

The 1860 census for Howard Township, Washington Co. list Daniel and Pantha with 

only five children; 


Nancy 18 y.o. (should be older) 
Susan 16 y.o. 
(Westly) Alfred ۰ 15 y.o. 
Eliza 13 y.o. 
John 5 y.o. 


A notation was made about their mother, Pantha A., "insane at intervals”. 

On December 8, 1864 Daniel and Pantha sold their property back to William Lowery. 
for $350, signing by mark (x). | 

By 1870 there was not one b lack living in Howard Township, Washington County Indiana. 
This was primarily due to the white organizations that had formed and restricted 
freed blacks by dubious means after the Civil War. 

There was a black cemetary there, probably a by product of the blac& church founded 
Nov. 4, 1847. The property is now located on the Levi Harmon farm. There were 
never any headstones placed in the cemetary and the cemetary has since been plowed 
over. It was called the Colored Grave Yard. 


It is assumed Daniel and Pantha moved their family to Vigo County Indiana, Otter 
Creek or Lost Creek Township. They do not show up in the censuses after 1860 again. 
Twenty years later, Daniel and Panthas children appear on the 1880 census for 

Vigo Co. Indiana, Otter Creek Township. 

The dates and where abouts of their deaths are unknown at this time. 

No birth or death certificates filed. 


John Thomas Alexander was born in 1854, Posey Township, Washington County 
Indiana. His parents were Daniel and Pantha Alexander. The exact date of 
his birth is unknown at this time. He married Nancy Anne Norton on December 
13, 1808. 


Nancy Anne Norton was born in Indiana, daughter of William and Elizabeth Norton. 
The 1870 census, Otter Creek Township, Vigo County list Nancys' family; 


William 39 y.o. born in North Carolina 
Elizabeth 33 y.o. born in Indiana 
Wilford 18 y.o. " " ñ 

Glen 14 y.o. " " 

Martha 11 y.o. " " 5 

Nancy 10 y.o 0+ ji 

Rosella 8 y.o نت د‎ " 

Levina 6y.o. . " d 

Walter 3 y.o. " m ü 

William Jr. Born 1870 " ۳ 2 


The Norton family had established roots in Otter Creek before 1840, they were 
among the first settlers, after; the Anderson, Archer and Roberts families. 
There are many Nortons listed in the 1870 census, seemingly all related. 
Nancys' father died August 25, 1899, a widower in Otter Creek. The death of 
her mother is unknown. Walter, Nancys' brother died in 1948 and is buried in 
Stewart Lawn Cemetary, Terre Haute, Indiana. It has been stated that some of 
the Nortons worked the coal mines in Lost Creek Township, during the 1800's. 
The 1880 census, Otter Creek Township, Vigo Co., shows John and Nancy Alexander 
with their first born, Turner. Turners birth was recorded as Sept. 9, 1879. 
Turner was to be known as James Turner Alexander. 

In the northern part of Lost Creek Township was a large settlement of blacks. 
It was there the first black school house and church were built. The school 
house was built in 1836, and the first black Methodist Church was built about 
1840. By 1880, Rev. Whitten S. Langford was in charge of the church which also 
included Sabbath School. The school in 1880 had an attendence of about 50 
pupils. John Alexander was the superintendent of that school. As of this 
writing the school still stands. In 1887, John and Nancy lived on Section 33, 
Burnett. Johns occupation was listed as farmer. 

John and Nancy had about 9 children, several dying in infancy. Jesse Alexander 
was the only child with a birth certificate on file. The certificate states, 
Jesse was born August 31, 1885 and the certificate was filed March 10, 1886. 
John (JT) and Nancys' children; 


Turner B-Sept. (22) 1879 
D- Feb. 10, 1963 
Luetta B- Dec. 21, 1881 
D- died in infancy 
Ella B- Jan. 3, 1883 
D- died in infancy 
Blanch B- March 25, 1884 
D- Oct. 20, 1930 Married name Young 
Jesse | B- Aug. 30, 1885 
| D- April 1945 
Eura B- Aug. 30, 1887 Married name Waters 
۱ D- Oct. 30, 1933 


Stella B- March 28, 1889 Married name Smith 
2 D- Jan. 21, 196? 


Agnes B- Feb. 15, 1892 

D- April 1932 in California 
Baby Boy B- May 24, 1893 

D- died in infancy 


John Thomas Alexander died Nov. 1893, exact date and place of burial unknown. 
Nancy died Feb. 1895, exact date and place of burial unknown. 

After Nancys death her children were cared for by various relatives, this 
arrangement was not always favorable. No birth or death certificates were 
filed on John or Nancy Alexander. 


Lewis Sanders (Saunders) was born October, 1842 (exact date is unknown) in the 
state of South Carolina. The slave schedule of 1850, ان‎ VIE County lists; 
10 y.o. Black Male 
60 y.o. Black Male 
55 y.o. Black Female 
2 y.o. Black Female 
E: were the property of one William R. Sanders, no names were recorded for the 
Slaves. 
In all probability, Lewis did not know his parents. There are many possibilities 
concerning his childhood, but there is no substantial evidence. 
On April 12, 1861, the Civil War had begun and Lewis Sanders Sr. was appromately 
19 years old. The beginning of the Civil War had little effect on the slaves in 
Abbeville Co. and/or the surrounding counties. In the spring of 1865, the news 
of emancipation and the close of the war filtered slowly into the northern counties 
of South Carolina. By Christmas 1865, many South Carolina plantations were 
entirely deserted of their slave populations; however, most of the slaves had re- 
settled within a few miles of their former homes. There is no indication that 
Lewis Sanders Sr. joined the Confederate or Union armies, or that he left Abbe- 
ville Co. at all during the Civil War. 
Lewis Sanders married Allici (Alice L.) Watts in the year 1869 or before. 
The 1880 census, Abbeville Co., Cedar Springs Township, South Carolina lists the 
Sanders family; 
Lewis BM 38 y.o. Farmer - born in south Carolina 
Allici BF 27 4 0. 
Lewis Jr. BM 11 : 
Wennitta BF 15 
Ella Jane BF 6 
Nancy R. BF 4 
Letty A. BF 1 


In 1886 Abbeville, South Carolina experienced a minor earthquake, which set the pace 
for religious zeal and the so called “exodus fever". 
From 1890 thru 1899, the “exodus fever" had spread throughout South Carolina. 
In 1900 there was 113,897 (by one account) Negroes native to South Carolina living 
in other parts of the United States. 
By 1891 Lewis Sanders and his family had moved to Evanston, Illinois, where Lewis Sr. 
was employed by the N.W. Gas Company and living at 619 Church St. Between 1891 and 
1910 the family had moved several times; 1825 Benson, 818 Davis and 1115 Emerson. 
On May 24, 1900, Lewis Jr. died, in Evanston, Illinois. He was buried at Rose Hill 
Cemetary, Chicago, Illinois. 
The 1900 census of Cook County, Illinois list the following information on the 
Sanders family; | 

1825 Benson 


Lewis BM 57 y born Oct. 1842 in South Carolina-plumber laborer 
Alice BF 47 y.o. born Jan. 1853 
(Nancy) Nannie BF 22 y born Oct. 1877 


born March 1882 
born Dec. 1885 in school 
born July 1890 . 


(Watt) Walter BM 18 y. 
Alice BF 14 y. 
(Spencer) Sherman BM 9 y. 


6 © © © © © 


The 1900 census also states Alice Sanders was the mother of 6 children, 4 living at 
that time. And Alice and Lewis had been married for 29 years. 


Alice Watts (Watt) parents were also born in South Carolina, dates unknown. 
Her Mother's maiden name was Lucy Lessle and her father, Dearie Watt. 

Alice M. Sanders died December 12, 1919, age given 68, last known address 
2106 Jackson Ave., Evanston, Illinois. She was buried at Rose Hill Cemetary 
and her death certificate was witnessed by Spencer Sanders. 


Louis Sanders Sr. died March 21, 1915, age given 72, last known address, 1819 
Ridge Ave., also the address of his son Watt Sanders who witnessed the death 
certificate. Louis Sanders Sr. was also buried at Rose Hill Cemetary. 


JAMES TURNER ALEXANDER married ALICIA JEAN SANDERS 
December 1903 


B- Sept. 22, 1879 Terre Haute, Indiana  B- Dec. 12, 1884 Abbeville, S. C. 
D- Feb. 10, 1963 D- March 22, 1932 Evanston, Illinois 


THEIR CHILDREN: 


1. JAMES TURNER JR. B- Aug. 25, 1904 Evanston, I11. 
D- Nov. 8, 1977 Pasadena, Calif. 


married 
Mildred Mc Coy B- Dec. 13, 1907 New Jersey 
Children: James Turner Jr. B- July 17, 1927 New Jersey 
2. LOUIS SAUNDERS B- March 31, 1908 Evanston, ۰. 
married 
Arminda Bishop B- Nov. 2, 1905 Paterson, New Jersey 
D- April 21, 1977 Verona, New Jersey 
Children: Joan Ruth B- Aug. 22, 1937 NYC 
married 
John Henry Smith Sr. 
Clinton Oliver Irvine B- May 21, 19?? 
` Children: John Henry Smith B- Aug. 7, 1957 Glen Ridge, N. J. 
Judith Ann Smith B- May 27, 1958 " ۲ ود‎ 
Joanne Smith B- April 23, 1960 " : 50 
Jill Leona Smith B- Aug. 1, 1961 " ù کے‎ 
Raymond Clinton Irvine B- Aug. 20, 1968 Long Beach, Calif. 
3. NORTON CLYDE B- Nov. 16, 1911 Evanston, 111. 
D- Dec. 31, 1969 E. Hanover, N. J. 
married 
Lucille Mc Carthy B- 
D- 1933 Evanston, ۰ 
Children: Janet B- Oct. 26, 1932 Evanston, ۰ 
married 
Edwin Roger Wilson B- Aug. 23, 1932 Atlanta, Ga. 
Children: Jerre B- May 21, 1951 Evanston, Ill. 
Blan Roger B- Aug. 24, 1952 08 i 
Bruce Edwin B- Jan. 27, 1954 ۲ : 
Michael Byron B- Jan. 30, 1955 Ñ $ 
Edwin Roger Jr. B- April 28, 1956 " a 
Paul Gene B- Oct. 9, 1957 " à 
Natalie B- Sept. 1959 5 
Roy Lester B- July 16, 1961 " a 
Liza Nanette B- April 14, 1963  " : 
Janice Yvette B- Sept. 7, 1965 : : 


Christina Lynn B- Jan. 5, 1969 " " 


4. HOLLIS LOUISE B- April 25, 1913 Evanston, I11. 


marrie 
James Thomas B- May 2, 1910 
Children: a. Doris Jean B- Sept. 30, 1931 Evanston, ۰ 
D- Dec. 2, 1974 Pacific Palasades, Calif. 
Married . 
Charles Z. Wilson B- April 21, 1929 Mississippi 
Children: Charles ITI B- Sept. 26, 1955 Urbana, Ill. 
Joyce B- Sept. 8, 1956 1 Š 
Jo Anne B- April 9, 1959 Chicago, I11. 
Gary B- Sept. 26, 1961 Pitts. Penn. 
b. Elizabeth Louise B- May 24, 1934 Chicago, Ill. 
married 
Henderson Louis Smith B- Nov. 3, 1934 
Children: Kenneth B- Aug. 2, 1967 Chicago, 11٠ 
5. DELBERT SPENCER B- June 7, 1915 Evanston, I11. 
marrie 
Ruby Cater B- April 12, 1916 South Carolina 
Children: Shirley Marie B- April 14, 1937 Evanston, 111. 
Delbert Jr. B- March 24, 1939 å ê 
John Donald B- April 9, 1942 S : 
Marilyn B- June 22, 1949 2 Š 
6. JEAN ALICIA B- Feb. 9, 1919 Evanston, ۰ 
married 
William Stamps B- June 7, 1920 Crenshaw, Mississippi 
D- July 15, 1970 Rochester, N. Y. 
Arthur Broadway B- 
Children: a. Alice Jean Stamps B- Sept. 16, 197? Chicago, Ill. 
married 
Theodore F. Bethel B- May 30, 1935 Covington, Tenn. 
Children: Dana Lynn Stamps B- Jan. 16, 1956 Chicago, 111. 
Samuel F. Bethel B- Aug. 18, 1958 y i 
Bedelia I. Bethel B- Sept. 17, 1960 : å 
b. Arthur C. Boradway Jr.B- Jan. 18, 1942 Chicago, I11. 
married 
Carolyn West B- Feb. 2, 1943 
Children: Stacy B- Jan. 1, 1965 Chicago, H1. 


۸۳ thur III B- Feb. 9, 1966 


7. THEODOSIA RUTH 


marrie 


Frank Thompson 


Children: 


Mack 
Ann 
Pamela 
Clarence 


B- 


April 5, 1923 


April 1, 19?? 
Aug. 24, 1942 
July 14, 1944 
Sept. 5, 1949 


Evanston, 111. 
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= | | MEMO Local History Services 
EE To:Mrs. Alice J. BetheDate: June 15, 8 
| Subject: 


From: | 
kiizabeth R, Merrill John Alexander d. Nov 189: 
Nancy Alexanderd. Feb 189: 


ear Mrs Bethel: 

I have tound mention of John As xander in Beckwitn's 
History of Vigo and Parke Counties, Indiana. He was superintendent of 
the Sabbath-school in Lost Creek Townshic in 1880. (Methodist) am 
sending a copy of the page. I also found Jorn Alexander and 8 
wife Nancy and son Turner Living in Lost Cre :: Township in 1880. ( © لب‎ 5 

I talked with Mrs. Walter Edwards who 1, iiving there at the 
present time, and she had no information on the Alexander family. 
She told me that she would walk over to the Cemetery, which is | 
on the Lee Hughes farm, and Look at the stores. She said that 
there is no list of buriais that she knew of. 


e WA 


422p R. K, 229 


Local History Division 
I found no mention of a mental hospital in the 1800's. 


Emaline Fairbanks Library HUI LE - . Alice Jean Bethel 
Genealogy Department ۱ ۱ 1175 So. Glencoe A 
| 222 N. 7th St. ۱ E | | 0 ` Denver, Colo. 80222 ~~ 
|» Terre — In 17807 | m eb Mats 4 AK 


RE; ALEXANDER FAMTIX 


1 received a | let&er from Vigo comity Health Dept. stating ihe had فو وه‎ their 
records for death certificates on Nancy Alexander (Norton), John T. Alexander and. 
a Daniel Alexander for the period of 1882-1920 and found no such records listed. 


` hey suggested I write to you. My grandfather left a family history, stating - 


` Lost Creek Twn, was where they were born and most died. So now I am at a PEN AA 

as to where I should go, to find documents on these people. Any clue or information 

you can offer will be greatly appreciated. a | | 
DANIEL ALEXANDER ) no other information) Father of: 


John Thamas- Born 1851, Died Nov. 1893 


`. - 


Susan - 


|. JON THOMAS ALEXANDER married NANCY NORTON Nancy < died Feb. 95) 
N Their children: 
|  Iuetta - Born Dec. 21, 1881 
James Turner Born Sept. 22, 1879 ( my gravitation) 
Ella - Born Jan. 3, 1883 
Blanche - Born March 25, 188l, 
` desse ~ Aug. 30, 1885 | 
Eura - Born Aug. 30, 1887. 
` Stella - Born March 28, 1889 
| Agnes - Born Feb. 15, "1892 
B ہے‎ Born May 2h, 1093 


کر JOHN THOMAS and NANCY NORTON ALEXANDER, any ` cene aries‏ و asa: concern is DANTEL‏ وب 


Û ê JOU 68 مھ"‎ ۶ know of would be appreciated also. 


Thanking You Very Much 


me ya Betta) 


|J Dear Mrs. Bethel: k ge | March 30, 1978 ١ 


The ity Directory for Terre Haute lists a x. T. Alexander living: 

on Section 33 in Burnett in 1887. I found no marrisge or death records 

tor an Or any members of the family. You should get a copy of the Census 

of 1380 for ^ vigo County, Otter Creek Township through your public library 

and check it. It would give the names of all members of the household, heir | 

aces, occupations, and birthplaces. . تی‎ not to be able to د‎ you further, 
z M | | "ees Lac sheke 


VA 
å “nya ê € 2 


67ھ 


| il, ۳ 


^ Pwositli (oca > رطعلاء‎ oil, dev “O 
DO. (ttireuk oi Wla Fou kle uy 


Alice ک‎ BETHEL m 1 1 | 
1175 Sh. عردم درك‎ LT. 0 BR 


DENVER) Colo. 45244. | 


"T d 
Dear Mrs. Bethel: April 20, 1978 


| I checked City Dire¢tories as you asked, and 

the Census of 1860 for Vigo County, but found nothing. 
The Index to the Census of 1850 gave two Daniel "M 
Alexanders One in Brown County, Jackson Twp., page 

206 and 207; and one was|in Washington County, Posey 
Township, a black family I am sending copies of 


. the pages. . 
Sincerely, 
El YAM ê 
Local History Division 
9 


May 8, 1978 


. TO: Vigo County Public Library 
222 N. 7th St. 
Terre Haute, Indiana 
47801 


FROM: Alice J. Bethel 
` 1175 So. Glencoe 
Denver, Colo. 
80222 


RE: Genealogy search Alexander Family 


To Ms Elizabeth 11. Merrill, please let me first thank you for the copies 
of the 1850 Census you sent concerning the Alexander family. It was just | 
what I was looking for. And I had no idea they were from Southern Indiana. 
Therefore I wm very grateful for your time and consideration. 

The Black family from Washington County was the correct information I 26060٠ 


At this time in my search I find I am unable to get a listing on cemotaries. 
If at all possible do you have a list of cemetaries for Otter Creek & Lost 
Creek townships. I have relatives who died there after 1890. This is the 
third time I have requested such a list,can you let me know if such a list 
exist. Also might there be a list of cemetaries for Washington County also. 
There are no death certificates on any of the people am looking for. 

Again I thank you. 


۰ 


4 a À 7 f 
(iter 4 ; Beel 
Dear Mrs. Bethel May 11, 8 


Our Cemetery Records of Vigo County, including all born prior 
to 1830, that Lived to Maturity includes entries after 1900, but 
I thought I had sent you the “it from that, and 1 will, if I 
havent before. There was a Wiliiam B. Alexander, and his wife 
E++s Louisa, and Thomas, Josiah, and James Black. | 


Sincerely, 


Elizabeth R. Merrill 
Local History Division 


Alexander Family 


VIGO COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Receipt No._2/ 76! 


RECORD OF DEATH 


| n 4 
THIS CERTIFIES, that a certificate of death is on file in the VIGO COUNTY HEALTH OEPART MENT, | | : 
TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA | | j 
x March 5 -19 82 J E 
DATE ISSUED | 
— Name of SUSAN E. ALEXANDER Terre Haute, eee | å 
NAME ar ADDRESS | | 1 
Died ebrua 090 === 2509 15th St. Terre Haute, IN 
QUUM DAY YEAR HOUR OF DEATH STREET HOSPITAL OR RURAL | 
Age 8۲09500 65  SexFemale Color Black — widow of Frank ki a. 
| MARITAL STATUS | 
Immediate Cause of Death —Chranic Interstitial Nephritis mm | ` 
ontributo hreni “ndo-cardit] | 7 
Signed by James E. Donnelly M.D. | Terre Haute, Indiana | ; 
| PHYS'ITIAN OR CORONER ADDRESS | 2 
ME T" 5 — Place of Burial, Cremation or Removal | | "s 
CEMETERY ۱ ADDRESS — +0۳8 | 
Funeral Home or Director ' | Lana | 4 
! AQDRESS | : 
| Recorded Locally In Book Volume — ہد‎ Pag A 4 | 


Ef LEO < LA مو‎ 7 


VIGO COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER 


(Seal) 


A‏ > سی 


(Wife's Maiden Name) 
Other Wives 


A همس‎ e ae seas u Gc is information obtained from 


His Father . 


When Died 


When Buried 
Other Husb. 


ماس ھک A‏ ۴761111874200 
asie‏ می کی سد e e‏ ری رت ا ات با ام تی ای و Address‏ 


Her Father LA| ا سار سک‎ WON E Zka44û444................-.Her Mother's Maiden Name . MULA. YFLZZÁMPBMZZ,. ev LU State ہے‎ N اس‎ ane 
Male 
Se CHILDREN Nu Saki T MARRIED 
Female ( o (Arrange in order of birth) | in order of birth) 
W. l ۷7 
f 7 
"T ٣ھ‎ e. ہمہ‎ 


Date MLE. / / / 
1900 VA To LI START 
6 j | 
Date 
m ai n سد‎ | E سر‎ 
Date فى‎ 4 = 
ووس‎ Mao bol نمرت‎ 
r) 
709907 به‎ re 


` 
pp 


WISH AMA LA? 


0 
۱ ا‎ MEME 
MOUNA AW AA NG NOI. 7 KLE LAPE MA 


۹ یل 
Date‏ 
To‏ 
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Christened 
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Chrslénéd. ned 001 

When Died. ۶۴بت‎ : 

When Butied x a te aee etate ALLEE 997777ص 2 7 و‎ Compiler A 

av WD SED NNN A ÓN یگ‎ see e ماه‎ a te u شس‎ aska او‎ | Address JL د‎ Ç tdo qeu uu 
Her Father اسا‎ ANMWRE....sZ سلا‎ A 7 Her Mother's Maiden Name City .. State . 


—— nn nn ۰۰7"<<<س<‎ 


falo $. Al podios قروا‎ boko bol 2d E ET 
2 : v Date 
ws cL EM e2 


: Y 7 Date 
AAA نے‎ Nolv HE ti ai T A á H 777 A 


` CHILDREN WHEN ای‎ WHERE BORN mise DIED MARRIED 
Female (Arrange in order of birth) Mo. Town Town County | Country Day Mo. Yr. 


SS 
SR 


“a 


Q 
N 
he 


o y 
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مسج 
¿Es‏ 


x 
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cha li 
Na 
2 Chillin - 
وز‎ ewan eg t 
PER GE toig 


unde kai | 


Ma 2‏ جی سے2 
W‏ | 
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ونو و‎ 7/3 
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| و‎ dey ven 
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HUSBAND'S NAME .. DIW MW AUC 


WIFE'S MAIDEN NAME 
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TIK LE. 


When Born 


/ 
Christened M ار سس‎ N Gre Where 
When: Died 3 hd na HH cal 
When Buried socer , , 0 HHH» oia 


When Married ... 


Other Wives 
(if any ) wes........................................................................................ CC TI ee ee. fe ee ee eee eee ee Ta TI A EP PA 


His Father . 


When Born ..C-*t-t* : | Bd, ate / 44.2 002 Where (ERA M... 


2۱٠٢۷ ٠٦٢-7 3 oes HRH اس‎ 
When Died ہر بی‎ seedet Seles 
When Buried 110 0 008 ك۳‎ n بات‎ Ss 
Other Husb. | Address 


(if any) 
Her Father ..( ےر ۰س و ہے س ر کے و‎ ANNA AAAS City WA? A n 


ur CHILDREN WHEN BORN WHERE BORN gate DIED 
Female (Arrange in order of birth) Da Mo. Yr. Town County Day Mo. Yr. 
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her Wi ۰ : . 
"n 1 2 ۲او 1711 ,7 111 ,7 ,1 27.0 2 00000 ہر‎ This information obtained from 


His Father iii ری‎ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 E HE E EE E ین ضا در‎ aa 115 Mothers Mad eA “NOM ری 1 1 اس بے‎ 2 A لام‎ et ee رول ارد اد‎ a n a a buat en a Diz Ts 


When Born ۸٣۸ 


Christened 
When Died zu 2 a پل‎ tuens oen. Where و ی‎ Date کبک+>7 7 ص9‎ - 20 
When Buried جس سس موی سس ة 2 1212121212121 1 1[ 1 1 یی‎ WHERE see Compiler 000101001010021 
"sr OAM Mu سر ا سے سی کہ سے رھ‎ e ESR AC MM uM AL SA SEM a ہر رت‎ Address eue 1 1 10 1 101000007 
۳16۳۰۳ اا ل‎ EAA 2 eee Sas Her Mother's Maiden Name بببب7ب0000007 0 1 م‎ ۲۳ GAY مھ دہ‎ 00139 rè] Lo ۷۷۷۷۷۷۷۷۷۷۷۷۷۷۳۳ 
we CHILDREN WHEN BORN WHERE BORN SO DIED MARRIED 

Female (Arrange in order of birth) Day Mo. Yr. Town ' County Country Day Mo. Yr. 

Date 

To 

Date 

To 


o y 
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HUSBAND'S NAME .../f.. 


When Born 
Christened .. 
When Died 


وسو وو و ووه خو عم وو وو وې وام we‏ ټوو ووو nr‏ سو و وام n wn‏ واوو اټ واوو وا wees "e‏ مو وو ماو سو ووو و و هوو رر وون واوو رہ 


ب۰۰۰+۰ ۰۰ پپسسسسسسسسسسسسسسسسسسسس<ظ۱ 


ب سسس««سسسسسسسسسسسسسسسس<سسسس7_ 


W ٣٣٣ں‎ 77070 genes 0 
When Married aaa 


Other Wives 
(if any) 


When Buried 
Other Husb. 


و wo we‏ ووو ووو و موو وو و ونو وو واو و غه و واو ماو و و wr n‏ هو واو موو ام اوو واو ونو ووو واو ووه ون و و وهو وو او ووو و موو وام او وو ومو واوو واو و وام wr‏ مو اب 


/——————————————————————————————— 


eee ووو وو وام و ووو ووو هوو مو واو وو ماو و و و و‎ "e^ وو و‎ Re eels eee e irite 


(if any) و مم وخ م عد مم قم قم عم وی تج مه عع و ہچ رش شش شش شش شش‎ KÊNÊ 


Her Father 


ae CHILDREN 
Female (Arrange in order of birth) 


Form F2 
Use Reverse Side For Additional Information 


Family Group Sheet 


The Everton Publishers, 518 North Main, Logan, Utah 


14 


ب III III l‏ وو ما 


Her Mother's Maiden ڑپ --_پ-ىپپ  15 وستتت+1010ب1ب0000 ۳000ء‎ 


WHEN BORN WHERE BORN ai DIED 
Day Mo. Yr. Town County Country Day Mo. 


(Wife's Maiden Name) 
This information obtained from 


وټ وو فو واو وو و EONS OSCE EERE‏ هوو وه واوو ووو EE‏ وو OTe kran‏ اع واو ووو ټاو او ہے وو و هم واو غه و ہو H‏ ومو و پر واو ټوو و و واو او موو وو وو و 
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I did not find a Daniel Alexander listed in the Terre 
Haute city directories. I will give you the names of the 


Alexanders I did find, and you can decide if they کو‎ be I 


related. 


1864 - Alexander, Samuel 
1868 - Alexander, Abraham 
rt E 
ان‎ ٢ James 
" Jesse 
7 Samuel 
5 William 
1871- Le Alexander, James 


_ 1874 - Alexander, 
l : ۱ 


11 


James D. 
Jesse 
Thomas 
William 


, A. L. 


Mrs. Eliza 
James 
James D. 
William 
Abner L. 
Mrs. Eliza 
James 


| LEN John 
1875 - Alexander, A. L. | 
7 Miss Bessie e" 
M Mrs. Eliza D. | 
2 James 5. 
0 Mrs. Mary 
" Mrs. Mary J. 


The fact that Daniel Alexander wasn't listed in the 
city directory doesn't mean that he wasn't somewhere else in 
the county. You might try searching the 1870 Vigo county 
census. Your local public library can borrow the census for 
you from the National Archives Branch, Building 48, Denver 
Federal Center, Denver CO 80225. 
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Genealogy Librarian 
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ALEXANDER FAMILY 


ALEXANDER FAMILY 


Family History - 23 Aug 1999 


1. Hugh ALEXANDER Mr. 


Birth Date: ` 22 Feb 1728 


Birth Place: Glasgow, Scotland (Arrived USA ca 1775) 
Death Date: 21 Mar 3 
Death Place: — Galway, NY 
Spouse: Agnes MCLELLAND ALEXANDER Mrs. 
Birth Date: 1744 
Children: James 
Thomas 
Elizabeth 
٭‎ William H. 
. Robert. 


1.1 William H. ALEXANDER Mr. 
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Birth Date: 20 Mar 1781 
Death Date: 1 Sep 1816 
Death Place: Schenectady, NY 
Spouse: Nancy BABCOCK ALEXANDER Mrs. 
. Birth Date: 1780 
Birth Place: Albany, NY 
Death Date: 1878 
Children: James, Nancy, Eliza, Joseph, William H., Alexander Sanford, John, Hugh and *Ephriam. 


1.1.4 Ephriam ALEXANDER Mr. 

Birth Date: 9 Mar 1816 

Qccupation: Farmer 

Spouse: Alice ALEXANDER Mrs. 


Children: *Oliver Ostrom 
Elizabeth 
William H. 
Prudence 
Ephriam Jr. 
Harriet 
Sarah 


1.1.1.1 Oliver Ostrom ALEXANDER Mr. 
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Birth Date: 18 Oct 1836 
Birth Place: — Seneca Falls, NY 
Death Date: 5 Nov 1868 


Death Place: Urbana, IL 
| Page 1 


Occupation: 
Spouse: 
Birth Date: 


Children: 


Family History - 23 Aug 1999 
Attorney 
Francis Weaver ALEXANDER Mrs. 
2 Oct 1837 


Henry Ostrum 


1.1.1.1.1 Henry Ostrum ALEXANDER Mr. 
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Birth Date: 10 Sep 1860 
. Birth Place: Urbana, IL 
Death Date: 9 Oct 1936 
Death Place: Belle Fourche, SD 
Occupation: Banker, Store Keeper, Gold Miner and salesman 
Education: University of 111. (2 yrs) 
Spouse: Gertrude HAYS ALEXANDER Mrs. 
Birth Date: 21 Aug 1884 
Birth Place: Urbana, IL 
Death Date: 31 Dec 1941 
Death Place: Rapid City, SD 
Children: Genevieve 
*Oliver Ostrum 
Katherine | 
Francis 
Dorthy 


1.1.1.1.1.1 Oliver Ostrum ALEXANDER Dr. 
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Birth Date: ` 26 Jul 1887 

Death Date: 23 Feb 1958 

Burial Place: Highland Lawn. Cem. 

Death Place: — Terre Haute, IN 

Occupation: Surgeon 

Education: University of Mich. (grad.) 

Spouse: Elisabeth MARSHALL ALEXANDER Mrs. 
Birth Date: 30 Jun 1895 

Birth Place: Terre Haute IN 

Death Date: 26 Apr 1958 

Death Place: . Terre Haute IN 

Burial Place: Highland Lawn Cem. 

Occupation: . Housewife 

Education: Smith College (2 yrs.) 

Religion: Episcopal 

Spouse Father: Buena Vista MARSHALL MR. (1852-1929) 
Spouse Mother: Mary Ann BRIGGS MARSHALL Mrs. (1868-1925) 
Marriage Date: 29 Apr 1915 

Marriage Place: Terre Haute, IN 


Page 2 


Family History - 23 Aug 1999 


Children: | Mary Elisabeth 
Marshall 
Jane Gertrude 
1.1.1.1.1.1.2 Marshall ALEXANDER Mr. 
Birth Date: 23 Nov 1918 
Birth Place: Terre Haute, IN 
Occupation: Farmer, USDA employee and surveyor 
Spouse: Mary Jane BAUER Mrs. 
Birth Date: 4 Oct 1918 
Birth Place: Indianapolis, IN 
Spouse Father: Frank BAUER Mr. 
Spouse Mother: Mable Ruth DOUGHTY BAUER, Mrs. 
Marriage Date: 13 Apr 1941 
Marriage Place: El Paso, TX 
Children: Virginia Lee 
Elisabeth 
Kathleen 
Christine 
Diane 


Page 3 


A BRANCH OF THE ALEXANDER FAMILY 


Hugh ALEXANDER ٤ (wife), Agnes MCLELLAND arrived USA ca 1775-76 from Glasgow and/or 
Ayr, Scotland. Three brothers are also mentioned including an Alexander ALEXANDER 
whose son, Stephen, later helped found Princeton U. The children of Hugh & Agnes: James, 
Thomas, Elizabeth, * William H. and Robert. 

William H. married Nancy BABCOCK, b. 1780, Their son, Ephriam (b. ca 1813) married Alice -------- 

| (Ostrum?), b. ca 1812. They lived in the Schenectady area and other parts of up-state NY. 
Ephriam & Alice had 6 or 7 children,including Oliver Ostrum ALEXANDER b. Oct. 
18,1836 in Seneca Falls, NY. He was, later, adopted by the OSTRUM family after his 
mother's early death. Still later, he graduated from Union College and moved to Urbana Ill. 
where he practiced law until his death in 1868. He married Francis WEAVER of Conestota 
NY on Aug 25, 1859. They had four children. 

Henry Ostrum, the oldest son of 0.0. and Francis, was born Aug. 10, 1860. He attended 111. U. for two 
years, moving to the Dakota Black Hills, with the gold rush in1879, returning, briefly to 
marry his childhood sweetheart, Gertrude Hays. They lived in several camps and villages in 
the Black Hills, where he mined for gold and operated a general store. They eventually 
settled in Deadwood and, later, Belle Fourche. They had five children, 4 girls and a boy. 

Oliver Ostrum ALEXANDER, the only son and my father, was born on July 26,1887. He graduated from 
Mich. U. medical school in 1909 and came to Terre Haute as an intern at the Union 
Hospital. he met and married my mother, Elisabeth MARSHALL on April 29, 1914 They 
had three children: Elisabeth, Jane Gertrude and myself, Marshall, born Nov. 23, 1918. 


Note: This is a very brief sketch of the information I have on the ALEXANDER family, to date. The 
information going back to the Urbana, Ill. is well documented. Prior to that period, the 
sources are not 100% reliable. Any corrections or additions will be most welcome. 


Marshall ALEXANDER 
332 S. 20th St. Terre Haute, IN, 47803 
Phone: (812) 234-6312 
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THE ALEXANDER FAMILY 
HISTORY OF A BRANCH 
By M. Alexander 
FOREWARD 


This writing is, hopefully, an interim work and only temporary. The research,which | have been working on 
intermittently for some years and which turned out to be much more difficult than | had thought, has been 
postponed from time to time for a variety of reasons. Much needs to be done. Much of what we have is 
incomplete and inaccurate. However, having passed my 80th birthday and coming from a family not 
especially noted for their longevity, it seemed wise to try to make some sense out of the stack of material 
that has accumulated and put down what there is. Possibly another member of the family will get 
interested and carry on , using this as a framework. If so, Good Luck! 


ORIGIN 


The origin of the name Alexander has always intrigued me. Several versions seem to exist. It was 
prominent among the Greeks and Macedonians,i.e. Alexander the Great. it was also used by the Russian 
czars. Just how that got into Great Britain should be an interesting story but is apparently unknown. 


Several Scottish kings used Alexander as a christian name. Alexander ۱۱۱ achieved lasting fame by riding 
his horse off of a cliff during a hunt, with fatal results. In spite of this , the name was popular enough that 
several scottish chieftains took it for a family name, which, | understand, was required when William the 

` Conqueror established the DOOMESDAY BOOK recording the ownership of all lands in his domain. 


From another source: "While this old family name is to be found in English records dating back to 1150 A. 
D., references consulted appear to regard it as of Scottish origin and stated that the line descends from 
Donald, Lord of the Isles, whose two grandsons assumed the Christian name of their father, Alexander, as 
a surname.” | 


The western islands of Scotland seem to be the most likely home of most of the Alexanders, Islay, Tarbert 
and Arran are frequently mentioned. Some may have been moved to Ulster,later. The old family name is 
listed as Alasdair and is associated with the Macalister clan (Mac meaning son of) . The Shield, containing 

the family Motto: Per mare per terras (by land or by sea), are listed (among other sources) in The Tartans of 

the Clans and Families of Scotland by Sir Thomas Innes of Learny, Johnson & Bacon, 7th Edition, 1964- 


pp. 1 68-9 e" € 
Family tradition has our direct ancestor , one Hugh Alexander, moving to America during the وا‎ g dul an 


Revolutionary War along with 3 brothers from Glasgow, Scotland. He also brought his wife, Agnes 
MCLELLAND and a son James. Four other children, Thomas, Eliza beth, William H (our ancestor) and y 
Robert. 


NEW YORK STATE 


William H. Alexander settled in New York state, probably in the Schenectady area. ۷ 
Babcock, who was the daughter of Joshua Babcock, a captain in the revolutionary army ( also 
accordingfamily tradition). A brother (or uncle) Alexander Alexander, had a son, Stephen, who was one of 
the founders of Princeton U. and has a building bearing his name there. 


WilliamH. and Nancy had nine children ( see family tree) . The youngest, Ephriam, became a farmer and 
raised afamily in Saratoga county. 


The 1850 Census of the Town of Charleton, Saratoga county, N.Y. shows Entry297: 


* Ephriam ALEXANDER 37 farmer 


*Alice I 38 wife 
"Oliver ê 13 
William H. j 11 
Prudence Nî . 9 
Ephriam Jr.  " 6 
Harriet ok A 
Sarah E 2 


* Probable Direct Ancestors 


The 1855 Census shows the following for Schenectady: 


Oliver Ostrum 64 born Albany N.Y., tyr. in city 
Prudence Ostrum 65 born Rense. 

*Oliver O. Alexander 18 born Fulton, Student, adopted child 
Hanah M. Ostrum 29 born Albany, Student 

Elizabeth Alexander 17 Adopted child 


All of this seems to fit with what my grandfather, H.O. , is quoted as saying that his grandfather (Ephriam 
?) lost his wife rather early and then “farmed out” his children and proceded to die a drunkard. If Ephrium 
was the “black sheep”, it is understandable why he is difficult to trace. He did a lot of moving from place to 
place before the family broke upi and managed to disappear later. 


The "Alice” of t ۹90 Census may have been an Ostrum but ! have found no real proof of it. The name 
Preston appears'in-family records about this time also. The Ostrums had to be relatives or very close 
friends considering the adoption and the fact that Oliver had been named Ostrum beforehand. They (the 
Ostrums) were obviously of dutch descent and fairly wealthy, being able to send their sons to college. 


The William H. Alexander seems to have enlisted in Co. !, 115th Reg't of N. Y. Infantry on Aug. 20, 1862. 
(Note: there also is a William H. Alexander listed as a brother of J.O.'s). William enlisted at Balston, N.Y. ; 
his birthplace is listed as Galway, N.Y.;his age-22, 5۰-10 tall, eyes blue with light complexion and hair and 
occupation as farmer. He was wounded at Chaprins Farm, Va. He lost his right thumb and part use of the 
right hand from a gunshot wound received on Sept. 29, 1864. He spent some time in the Fortress 
Monroe Hospital and served as a nurse while recuperating. His earlier duty is listed in ,one place, as 
“pioneer”. William was finally discharged with a 1/2 disability. Later investigation shows that William H. 
married and moved to Kansas where he farmed and raised a family. 


The Elizabeth Alexander of the 1855 Census is almost certainly the "Aunt Lizzie Moorhead" referred to 
in the correspondence my aunt Genevieve Morris (Dad's sister) acquired while establishing herself with 
the Colonial Dames. Two other sisters of O.O.A's, Sadie and Ruth are mentioned in other family letters, as 
having been brought to Urbana, Ill later, after he had moved there. 


. Almost all of the old family letters claim the Alexanders to be , or have been, — of “substance”, well 
educated , at least moderately wealthy and even connected with royalty. Ephriam seems to have been an 
exception. Farming was evidently his occupation, but he certainly moved many times although staying in 
the state of New York. His son, Oliver, was bom in Seneca Falls (also Fulton). William H. lists his birthplace 
as Galway. Conestota, Charleton, Balston, Niskayuna ad Half Moon are also mentioned along with Albany 


and Schnectady. An earlier Census (1845 or 1840) of these towns might produce some interesting facts. 
At any rate, my great grand father , O.O.A., was adopted by Oliver Ostrum some time between his 13th 
and 18th years and moved from the fanm (probably at Charleton) and spent the rest of his youth in 
Schnectady with the Ostrums. He attended Union College there, along with a step-brother , Henry, who 
died of consumption before graduation. They wete both early members of the Psi Upsilon fraternity(often 
considered to be the first college social fraternity). 0.0. seems, at that point, to have been a bit of a 
playboy and spendthrift, according to some old college records we ran across. He settled his debts, 
however, and graduated in 1858, soon moving to Urbana, Ill. to practice law. He returned shortly to marry 
Francis Weaver on Aug. 25,1859. (See Family Tree for Weaver lineage). 


URBANA, ILLINOIS 


Note: Much of the next two sections has been copied from the QUARNBERG FAMILY HISTORY, with 
some additions. 


in Urbana, 0.0. Alexander became a very successful lawyer and business man. He was one of the first 
Trustees of Illinois University, also Clerk of the Courts in Champaign County, vice president of a railroad 
and a personal friend of Abe Lincoln's, ( both practiced law in the same court and played cards together 
during slack periods). During the Civil War he hired a man to take his place when he was drafted. This was 
permissable and a rather common pracice among prominent business men with families. ( Grover 
Cleveland did it as did Abe Lincoln, when his draft came up while in the white house). - 


Oliver O. and Francis had four children, Henry Ostrum (Ote) born in 1860, Marion Emily, born in 1863(died 
young), Genevieve, born in 1866 and Charles, born in 1869(after his father’s death).For O.O., the 
tradgedy struck in 1868. After a siege of Typhoid Fever, from which he apparently reconvered, he had an 
acute attack of what may have been appendicitis and died very suddenly at he age of 32. 


Since her husband had not had time to accumulate enough wealth to support the family indefinitely, and 
having four children, Francis was left in a difficult position. This probably explains why she soon made an 
unhappy marriage. 


The oldest son ( my grandfather, Ote) was 8 years old when his father died. He attended public schools in 
Urbana during the period when his uncle, Wellen Hayes was school superintendent and went to the 
University of Illinois for two years. During his sophmore year, he had a dog of whom he was very fond, and 
one day his stepfather kicked Ote's dog. This was the final blow in what had been an unpleasant 
relationship between the two, and Ote left for the Black Hills gold fields in the new state of South Dakota. 
This must have been about 1879. He returned ,briefly, in 1884 to marry his childhood sweetheart, 
Gertrude Hays. 


Ote and Gertrude must have made a handsome couple. My aunt Dorthy told me how, years later, the big 
event of the evening at any dance was when the two would waltz around the floor while everyone else 
watched. Their wedding was reported in the Urbana newspaper, in a style typical of the day: 


LINKED FOR LIFE 
` PRAIRIE ROSE PLUCKED AND TRANSPLANTED BY THE BOLD 


MOUNTAINEER 


Miss Gertie Hays Married To H. O. Alexander 
One of the most interesting social events that has taken place in this city for some time past, occurred at 
the residenceof Asa F. Hays, last Thursday evening, in the marriage of his daughter, Gertrude, to H. O. of 
Sturgis, Dakota. 


` Miss Hays is the sister of Professor J.W. (James Wellen) Hays, principal of the public schools of this city, 
and one of the most estimable young ladies of this community. Mr. Alexanderis a native of the city and son 
of the late O.O. Alexander, Clerk of the Circuit Court of this county. He went west five years since, and has 
been very successful in his new home........... 


After spending several days, bidding old friends good-bye and making preparation for their long journy, 
the happy couple left for Chicago and then to their new home in Dakota. 


THE HAYS FAMILY 


NOTE: This seems to be as good a place as any to include what is known of the Hays family. | had 
purchased a history of Champaign County from the historicaal section of the Urbana Library, which 
included several references to the Hays and Tracy families. Unfortunately, | seem to have lost it. so the 
following is based on my memory of it and some of my father's stories. 


The Hays family goes back to arevolutionary veteran, William Hays, who died in 1852. His son, also William 
Hays was a farmer,blacksmith and county sheriff in Miami County of Ohio (see the family tree). He married 
Margaret Fleming in1816. Their son, Asa Fleming Hays was born in Miami Valley, Ohio in1825. He was a 
skilled blacksmith and practiced his trade first in Ohio, then in Indiana and finally settling down in Urbana, 
Ill. His brother, Wellen, also followed him to Urbana. Asa married Katherine Tracy and fathered Gertrude 
and a brother, Fred. 


James Wellen Hays, mentioned earlier , as superintendent of schools, also served in the Civil War with a 
local illinois unit. My father. O.O. Alexander(the second) remembered him well. Dad lived with the family 

when his folks sent him back to Urbana for better. schooling. Uncle Wellen was evidently well thought of, 
having served as superintendent so long. He had two rather peculiar habits, Dad noted : he always wore 
boots in which he kept a quirt that was used rather liberally on naughty students, and he always chewed 
tobacco but never spit. 


Another relative Dad often spoke of, was his uncle Jim Tracy, Katherine's brother, who was a colorful 
figure. He served as a captain in an Illinois cavalry unit during the Civil War with some distinction. On one 
occaision, he shot a "bushwacker" through the bottom of his holster when the man held a gun on him. 
After the war , when he got into politics, he was involved in another fracas. When a man attacked him with a 
knife, he managed to take the knife away, killing the man with it. Being self-defence, he was never 
prosecuted. 


THE BLACK HILLS 


IN 1879, When Ote first arrived in the Black Hills, needing money, He took a job as a bookkeeper in a 
grocery store in Central City, South Dakota, three miles west of Deadwood. He worked there for three 


years, moving to Sturgis in 1882 where he worked as a bank cashier for seven years. 


During this time, H.O. demonstrated some of the adventurous spirit which had brought him to the frontier. 
In the Fall of 1880 he joined what turned out to be one of the last great buffalo-hunting parties. Because 
he was the youngest member (recentiy turned 20), he was assigned such lowly jobs as skinner and 
lookout. Each morning he got up early, climbed a hill near camp and searched the prairie for miles with 
field glasses, without seeing any buffalo. After a week of fruitless searching, he was about ready to give up 
the hunt and return to town, where he had a good job and a warm bed to sleep in--- when, one morning. as 
the sun was coming up and the snow was sparkling in its light, he reached the top of the hill and saw, not 
ten miles away, the prairie was black with buffalo. This was the start of a very successful hunt. An account 
published in the Deadwood newspaper reported: “From November to April,the men got 450 buffalo skins 
and numerous deer hides. Mr. Alexander shot thirteen deer in thirty minutes one day until his gun got so 
hot he could not fire it any more. The hides were hauled to Miles City, Montana, where they brought $3 
apiece for buffalo and 50 to 75 cents for the deer”. It was during this hunt that Ote, who had brought his 
collie with him, woke up one morning to the sound of his dog barking furiously. it was fortunate for ali the 
hunters that the dog was so alert: he was warning them that some indians were sneaking up on the camp. 
The hunters were able to drive the Indians off, shooting some in the process with no harm to themselves. 
Shortly after this experience, Ote returned to civilization, his “wild west” urge to hunt allayed. When | met 
my grandfather many years later, he was still complaining about having to skin all those buffalo (4507). 


I can also remember grandfather(Ote) telling about “cleaning up” a mining camp during this period before 
law and order had been established and when some notorious characters had almost taken over the camp 
(probably Sturgis). The “Good Guys” got together , formed a vigilantes committee and held a meeting 
where they decided who should be gotten rid of, their guilt being well established. After this, they 
proceeded to round up the group and get on with the hanging. The worst offenders were hanged first 
with the others watching the grim proceedings. After several hangings (lynchings if you prefer), the lesser 
offenders were told that, if they would agree to leave town and never come back, they might go free, 
which they readily agreed to. The frontier justice was effective. 


LIFE IN THE BLACK HILLS 


When Ote and Gertrude arrived at their home in Sturgis by stagecoach, Ote resumed his job as cashier at 
the bank. On June 20,1885, the couple was blessed with their first child, named Genevieve for H. O.'s 
sister. Two years later, during a visit back to Urbana, Oliver Ostrum (Ose, my father) was born on July 26, 
1887. Early in 1889, the Alexanders moved to Whitewood (8 miles north of Sturgis) where H.O. became 
manager of a grocery store. The move may have been the result of the bank failure, which, in turn, had 
been caused by one fo the most severe winters on record with large herds of cattle freezing and their 
owners defaulting on bank loans. In Whitewood, the third child, Kathryn, was born on September 14, 
1889. Within three years, the family moved again, this time to Terry (a few miles south of Deadwood), 
where H.O. was engaged in gold mining for several years. Here was born Frances on December 6, 1893 
and the last child, Dorthy , on July 29, 1895. 


During the Whitewood period, while H.O. was in the grocery business, My Dad tells some interesting 
stories. Once, while playing with fire back of the store, he accidently set the store on fire causing 
considerable damage. Another time, while playing in the back room of the store, he opened all the taps to 
yhe vinegar and syrup kegs. On still another occaision, he witnessed an incident, when Uncle Charlie 
(Ote’s younger brother, who had followed them out to the Black Hills) came in the store while an irate 


customer was making violent complaints to Ote. Charlie, who had a firey temper and was, apparentiy quite 
a fighter, jumped the complainer and might have severely injured him had not Ote intervened. 


Dad and his father seemed to have had a rather peculiar relationship. Dad always complained that they 
were never close but admitted that his father never laid a hand on him. H.O. evidently suffered from fits of 
depression, sometimes disappearing for several days at a time. Dad seems to have had a happy childhood 
though. He tells of how he helped a neighbor lady grow flowers, later tying them into bunches, putting 
them in his little wagon and selling them in the town. He said his best customers were the prostitues and 
saloon keepers. Periodically, his folks would send him back to Urbana for a semester of school for fear 

his education might be neglected. He would live with his grand parents during these periods. 


DEADWOOD DAYS 


At the turn of the century, H.O. was offered a job managing the Buxton gold mine in Deadwood, so the 
family moved there in 1900. It was a pretty exciting place to live. The center of the Black Hills gold rush, 
Deadwood had attracted all types of people--Chinese laundry owners, gay women, Harvard graduates, 
cowboys and gold seekers. Main street was brick, but other streets, like most towns of the time, were dirt 
and very muddy after a rain. Social life did not suffer. There were many dances at the Franklin and the 
Olympic hotels, and the girls were often invited to a nearby cavalry post at Ft. Meade. It was here that 
Genevieve met her future husband--Willis Verlin Morris, a lieutenant in the U.S. Sixth Cavalry at the time, 
and a West Point graduate who was to have 31 years of distinguished military service. Traveling the world 
over, he served in the Boxer Rebellion in China , in the Philippines, during the insurrection, and in 
Vladivistok, Siberia during World War |. He also captained and managed many army polo teams and was 
affectionately known as “the father of Army Polo”. He died in 1931, at age 55, from injuries sustained in a 
polo match. He was buried at West Point. He was survived for over 30 years by Genevieve, who raised 
their three children, Elizabeth, Willis Verlin Jr., and Catherine. 


Both of the Morris girls married army officers (and polo players). Elizabeth (Betty) wed Clark Ruffner,who 
also had a very distinguished military career in world War II and Korea, eventually retiring as a four star 
general. Catherine married a cavalry officer who was a noted athlete, participating in five different 
Olympics, first, as a rider on the army cross country riding teams, winning gold and silver medals, and , later 
coaching other army teams, retiring as a full colonel. The brother, Willis Verlin (Bill) was a very talented 
artist but lived a Bohemian life and eventually disappeared, probably into the drug culture, never marrying, 


The Alexander family spent many of their summer weekends camping out in Spearfish Canyon just south 
of the town of Spearfish. It was a very pleasant place. My family stayed there for about a week when we 
visited the Black Hills in 1927. It was a beautiful spot. 


Katheryn was courted by a young banker from Belle Fourche whose family owned and operated the Tri- 
state Milling Co. They were married in 1913 and raised three children Gertrude, Carlen and Lex. Carl 
returned to the family milling business, which was quite successful, eventually selling out to a larger chain. 
The two younger Alexander girls both taught school for a number of years, married rather late in life and 
adopted children. Francis married Ralph Emmett Worrall in 1941, and Dorthy married Daniel S. Williams. 
Note: For more details on the Quarnbergs, see The Quarnberg Family History. 


“Ose”, my father, seems to have had a busy life in Deadwood. he had a number of jobs, working with a 
millwright, later in the gold mills and mule-skinning in the mines. In highschool, he was on the football, 
baseball and track teams. He was always especially proud of his football team where he played tackle for 
the Black Hills champions. He worked a year in the mines after highschool to save money for college and 
went on to the University of Michigan, where he graduated in 1909 with an M.D. degree. According to an 
old picture album, His social life was far from neglected, having joined the Phi Beta Pi medical fraternity. 
Each summer, he would return to the mines in Deadwood. 


UNCLE CHARLIE 


Deadwood, even in my father's time, had its share of colorful characters. Wild Bill Hickok was long since 
buried inthe local cemetary with his statue to mark his grave, and a patch of woods on the edge of town 
was known as Wild Bill's camp, But Calamity Jane was still around. Once,when she found my grandmother, 
Gertrude, at the local station (probably returning from a trip to Urbana), loaded with baggage and children 
and no one to meet her, old Calamity went to great lengths helping her home. Dad remembers her as an 
old crone bumming drinks at the saloons. When we were there in '27, | remember a character, known as 
Deadwood Dick complete with buckskins and a 30-30 rifle. | can also remember seeing an old prospector 
with his pack mule, shovels and gold pan apparently in town for supplies and possibly to sell his pannings. 


Our own family produced at least one colorful character, uncle Charlie, according to my father, who was 
quite fond of him. As mentioned earlier, Charlie followed Ote out to the Black Hills (just when, | am not 
certain). He was evidently a very intelligent man who, later, became a stock broker with the Chicago Board 
of Trade and, still later, a member of the New York Stock Exchange. He always had a drinking problem and 
was noted for his temper and brawling, however. Charlie had been elected secretary of the Gold Miner”s 
Union, which probably accounts for Dad’s ability to get on at he mines when he wanted a job. The 
560113116 5 job was not an easy one. It envolved collecting dues from hard-bitten miners and carrying large 
sums of money in an area poorly served by the law. At any rate, my father tells the following stories: 


It seems there was a miner called “Turtle Legs”, who had reputedly killed another miner in a fight and had 
become a sort of camp “bully”. As the miners filed by Charlie's desk, leaving the hall, each was supposed 
to pay his dues. “Turtle Legs” refused . Charlie said “all right ; wait for me out side and we'll settle it”. So, as 
Charlie came down the outside steps, “Turtle Legs” was waiting with a group of on-lookers. Charlie 
jumped from half way up the steps , lit on the man and almost beat him to death. evidently, he got the 
dues. 


On another occaision, a Saturday night, I think, Charlie was in town when a neighbor passed and said "| 
saw a light in your cabin when | passed , just now”. Charlie hurried back and found a man leaving the cabin. 
He gave chase, both jumping down a 20 foot rail embankment. Although the man had a large pistol, 
Charlie caught him and took the gun away, marching him into town. Since this took place at a mining camp 
where there was no law, itwas necessary to take the prisoner to the nearest marshal, some miles away. the 
prisoner was marched down a railroad track between two other miners, with Charlie, armed with the pistol , 
walking behind. When they passed a small stream, the man attempted to escape by grabbing the others 
and jumping off the bridge. Charlie just yelled out “I'll shoot the first man that runs’, foiling the plan. Later, 
Charlie married an attractive widow who had a daughter whom he adopted but had no children of his own. 


In 1907, H.O. began work as a traveling representative for Paxton & Gallagher, a wholesale grocery firm, 
which was very well known at the time. The Belle Fourche paper later recorded that H.O. “was active in the 
social and community affairs of the entire Black Hills district. Early residents recall the high-wheel 
International auto used by Mr. Alexander in this territory along about 1906-07. He was a keen student of 
politics, and had firm convictions along political lines. In 1914, H,O. and Gertrude moved to Belle Fourche 
to live near their daughter Kit and her family. H.O. purchased the Wideawake grocery in Belle and 
managed it until 1922, when he became semi-retired and did part-time work for Tri-State Milling Company 
and for the city assessor. August 21,1934 marked the 50th wedding anniversary for H.O. and Gertrude , 
and was cause for a pleasant celebration which drew most of their now large family. H,O, died two years 
later at the fine age of 76. Gertrude survived him by six years, dying December 31, 1941. 


TERRE HAUTE 


When Oliver Ostrum Alexander (Ose) graduated from med school at the University of Michigan, he 
immediately left on a tour of the east coast hospitals, with a group of other new grads seeking an 
internship. Their first stop was at Buffalo, N.Y., where he was offered a position at a fine large hospital 
which impressed him very much. There was a drawback, however, the internship would not be open until 
January. He decided to take it and returned to Ann Arbor to collect his gear and return to Deadwood. 
While passing a bulletin board, he happened to notice an offer of an open internship at a small hospital at 
Terre Haute, Indiana. Feeling that this would be a temporary shelter for the next six months, he decided to 
accept it, planning to leave for Buffalo in January. Little did he know!!! 


Union Hospital at Terre Haute was indeed small, but O.O. liked the people there and was particularly 
impressed with a surgeon, Dr. W.E. Bell, who performed better surgery than anyone he had ever seen. 
The two hit it off well, and Dr. Bell offered O.O. a position as his full-time assistant and partner,once his 
internship was finished, an opportunity he could not refuse. They shared an appartment in a building 
owned by Dr. Bell, and often traveled to outlying farms and homes in Dr. Beil's big, new auto. Much 
surgery was done in the homes in thosedays, often on the dining room table. The first few winters of this 
arrangement were a bit hard for Dad. Dr. Bell would leave for about two months for his hunting lodge up in 
Canada, leaving him to survive on his own meager practice. The free lunch counters in saloons were a 
steady part of his diet. 


Part of the time that the two doctors shared the apartment in the Bell Flats, they had another roomate, a 
rather stuffy gentleman whose name | cannot recall but will call George. This individual was engaged to the 
daughter of a wealthy and socially prominent family in Terre Haute. The two good physicians loved to play 
jokes on him. One evening when"George” was attending a special social event with his fiance, the duo 
managed to borrow a mannequin, a wig and some womens attire. The dummy they put in George's bed 
and scattered the clothing about his room. When George returned, later, full of news about the gala, they 
mentioned that they had had a small party, just a few girls in, refusing to elaborate. George finally went to 
his room but barely stuck his head in the door when he came back, looking like he had seen a ghost and 
wailing “ There's a woman in there!!” His roomates exchanged looks, shrugged their shoulders and both 
swore that the girls had left some time ago. 


With George frantically insisting that they get her out,forthwith, Dad went in to check and came back 
solemnly shaking his head and reporting “That women is dead”. A lengthy discussion followed over how 
to proceed all agreeing that the police had to be informed but the situation would be extremely 
embaressing, especially for George, being about to wed and since his bedroom was involved. Finally , Dr. 
Bell spoke up offering to dispose of the body if George would let him use his car, since it had the only 
baggage compariment big enough to hold the body. Of course George refused at first, but finally gave in 
when they threatened to call the police and go public. So, after much more discussion, the two ۹۶ 
loaded the mannequin, clothing and wig in the big car with George staying as far away as possible, they 
took it back to the department store clerk friend from whom they had borrowed it and returned to the 
apartment. They told George that they had dumped the body in the river, a neat job except for one car 
that drove by slowly afterwards, possibly checking liscence plates. Poor George was never told the truth, 
according to Dad, but moved out soon. For some strange reason, the friendship cooled. 


Dr. Bell was a "grass" widower and had a teen-age son, Edgar, who also became a close friend of O.O. 
Edgar ran with a gang of wealthy young boys who were a bit on the wild side, but all came from very nice 
families. They took Dad into their highschool fraternity as an honerary member after he had treated several 
of them for venereal problems, sometimes using his office for initiations. Several years later, one of these 
lads made a rather serious mistake. He introduced his girl to my father. The girl in question was Elisabeth 
Marshall, daughter of B.V. Marshall, a prominent attorney. They hit it off immediately and when she 
developed appendicitis, soon after, she instisted on Dad doing the surgery. Elisabeth, who became my 
mother, was in Smith College when they met. She did not finish school, however. They were married after 
her second year, on the 29th of April ,1915 in a very stylish wedding at St. Stephens Episcopal Church in 
Terre Haute. 


My father, O.O. Alexander. spent the rest of his days in Terre Haute, leaving only for service with the AEF 
in World War |, where he was the first Terre Haute to enlist in the medical corps. He joined June 1,1917, as 
a 1st Lieut. and was assigned to gas defense. He was promoted to Capt. in August of that year and to 
major, commanding a gas field hospital in August 1918. He served with the 37th Infantry(Ohio, Buckeye) 
Division first in the Baccarat and Avoncourt sectors and, later, in the Meuse-Argonne and Ypres-Lys 
offensives, being discharged in April of 1919. 


When Dad returned home, he faced the most difficult period of his life, as he told me later. For two years, 
he had hardly practiced medicine at all. He had been teaching gas defense or administering a gas hospital, 
with no surgery what-so-ever. More-over, Dr. Bell had been angry with him for enlisting and had washed 
his hands of him(they eventually made up but too late to help). However, he survived this crisis and, 
eventually became one of the out standing surgeons in the state of Indiana, primarily specializing in 
abdominal surgery. He also became a good friend of Dean Gatch,dean of the IU Med. School, aattending 
many medical meetings together. He was a fellow of the American College of Surgeons, a diplomate and 
member of the founders group of the American Board of Surgery and a member of the Western Surgical 
Society, among many other professional society memberships. He remained on the staff of the Union 
Hospital of Terre Haute for the rest of his life, serving for many years as chief of staff, continuing to perform 
surgery until the day he died of a heart attack on Feb. 23, 1958. 


0.0. and Elisabeth Alexander had three children, Mary Elisabeth, born June 16, 1916; Marshall, born 
November 23, 1918, and Jane Gertrude, born August 18,1921. The family lived in the Collett Park area ,at 


900 Maple Ave. until about 1937, when they moved to a country home and farm on the old Ft. Harrison 
Rd., near the NW corner of Lost creek Twp. 


NOTE: This concludes this section of our family history, at least for the time being. If you desire to hear 
more of the “Alexander Saga’. try MY LIFE AND TIMES by M. Alexander. Also, the third part of the trilogy, 
A History of The Marshall Family, will be forth-coming, providing | have the gumption and live long enough. 

| M.A.. 
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Anniversary 0% 11.0. and Jertrude Alexander 
They are seated in front, with Janie Ruffner standing between them. 
Standing behind: Lex, Genevieve Morris, Nick Ruffner, Kit Quarnberg, Betty 
Ruffner, Bill Morris, Carl Quarnberg, David Roberts, Frances, Carlen, 
Gladys Roberts, Gertrude, and Dan and Dorothy Williams. H.O. died two 


years later, at the fine age of 76, after a long and meaningful life. 
Gertrude survived him by six years, dying on 31 December ۰ 
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Saratoga County, New York / US GenWeb Queries Page 1 1 


MONROE, John of Galway (1800 c. Galway), b ca 1756; wife Anna b ca 1770; son Ephraim (perhaps 
served 1812W) b ca 1784, dau C. Emily b ca 1799. They are all bur HUBBELL CEM. All w/the 
exception of the dau d w/in a few days of each other from "fever". Property went into "foreclosure" 
1840 when they died w/in a tew days of each other. The property had a William WHEELER & PLATT 
WHEELER bounding their property. ALEXANDER, Hugh b 1725 Scotland, d 1803 Galway, m/2 
Nancy McCLELLAND in 1765, son John m Ruth HOLMES 22 May 1786, Charlton. Also, 
HARLOW fam that is on the cen: Matthew HARLOW a few farms away. These fam all come from the 
Galway, Ballston & Providence, Sara. Co. areas. These families are in the area very early and are bur. 
in various cem in the area. I have much family info. on the ALEXANDER families, am anxious to find 
the mission MONRON/MUNROE families of the area. Leigh Boen, PO Box 1251, American Fork, 
UT 84003 
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